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Abstract

The present systematic review is immersed into a crucial context, where the
competitiveness of SMEs in the field of foreign trade becomes relevant. In this
academic setting, it is important to question and challenge aspects that define the current
situation of international trade; especially competitiveness metrics. Therefore, it is
considered important to specify and obtain a contribution to the relationship of these
metrics with Ecuadorian companies in the internationalization process. There are
different methodologies for analyzing and measuring competitiveness at the corporate
level. This investigative work was carried out using the PRISMA methodology,
resulting in 31 articles related to the study topic. For Ecuador, it is essential to determine
the metrics that companies should consider; the variety of approaches and
methodologies can generate confusion and hinder the decision-making process,

especially for manufacturing SMEs.
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