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Resumen
El presente estudio es una revision de alcance (scoping review) que analiza la relacion entre

los antecedentes de abuso infantil, la psicopatologia adulta, las funciones cognitivas y la
comision de delitos. El objetivo general fue describir la evidencia cientifica disponible sobre
dicha relacion en poblacién adulta, publicada entre 2020 y 2025. Se siguieron las directrices
PRISMA-ScR por medio de una busqueda sistematica en las bases de datos PubMed, Scopus
y PsycINFO, con operadores booleanos vy filtros de temporalidad e idioma. Se seleccionaron
33 estudios que cumplian los criterios de inclusion. Los datos se extrajeron con una matriz
estandarizada de variables y se sintetizaron mediante analisis narrativo. Los resultados
evidencian que el abuso infantil constituye un factor de riesgo significativo para el desarrollo
de psicopatologia internalizante y externalizante, asi como para el deterioro de funciones
ejecutivas, el control inhibitorio y la toma de decisiones. La relacion entre maltrato infantil y
conducta delictiva resulto principalmente indirecta, mediada por la psicopatologia y los
déficits cognitivos. Los hallazgos respaldan modelos integradores que consideran factores
individuales, contextuales y sociales, y destacan la necesidad de intervenciones tempranas
orientadas a la regulacion emocional, el control de impulsos y el fortalecimiento de las

funciones ejecutivas.

Palabras clave: conducta delictiva, experiencias adversas en la infancia, funciones ejecutivas,

factores de riesgo, conducta antisocial.



Abstract
This study is a scoping review that examines the relationship between childhood abuse

history, adult psychopathology, cognitive functions, and criminal behavior. The general
objective was to describe the available scientific evidence on this relationship in adult
populations, published between 2020 and 2025. PRISMA-ScR guidelines were followed
through systematic searches in PubMed, Scopus, and PsycINFO, using Boolean operators and
temporal and language filters. 33 studies meeting the inclusion criteria were selected. Data
were extracted using a standardized matrix of variables and synthesized through narrative
analysis. Results show that childhood abuse is a significant risk factor for the development of
internalizing psychopathology and externalizing disorders as well as for impairments in
executive functions, inhibitory control, and decision-making. The relationship between
childhood maltreatment and criminal behavior was primarily indirect, mediated by
psychopathology and cognitive deficits. It is concluded that early trauma generates
trajectories of psychological and neurocognitive vulnerability that increase the risk of
antisocial and criminal behaviors in adulthood, without implying causal determinism.
Findings support integrative models that consider individual, contextual, and social factors,
and highlight the need for early interventions focused on emotional regulation, impulse

control, and the strengthening of executive functions.

Keywords: criminal behavior, adverse childhood experiences, executive functions, risk

factors, antisocial behavior.
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