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Resumen:

Antecedentes: En 2023, Ecuador registréo una tasa de 47,25 homicidios por cada
100.000 habitantes, convirtiéndose en el pais mas violento de América Latina. Este
incremento se asocia al crimen organizado, narcotrafico y condiciones
socioeconomicas adversas, con mayor impacto en la regidn Costa, especialmente en
Los Rios, Guayas y Esmeraldas. Estudios previos vinculan la violencia con pobreza,
desempleo, desigualdad (coeficiente de Gini) y armas ilicitas, mientras que la
inversion educativa podria reducirla.

Objetivo: Analizar la relacion entre homicidios intencionales en Ecuador (2023) y
factores socioecondmicos (pobreza, empleo, educacion, narcotrafico y armas ilicitas)
para identificar determinantes clave y guiar politicas publicas.

Métodos: Estudio ecologico transversal con datos del INEC y OECO. Se examinaron
tasas de homicidios provinciales y variables como pobreza, desempleo, subempleo,
Gini, inversion educativa, narcotrafico y eventos con armas ilicitas. Se aplico analisis
descriptivo, bivariado y regresién multiple (B, p<0.05).

Resultados: Los analisis revelaron asociaciones significativas: la pobreza por
ingresos (=1.45, p=0.000), el subempleo (p=0.010), los eventos con armas ilicitas
(8=0.01, p=0.001), el desempleo (3=4.51, p=0.004) y el coeficiente de Gini (3=-460.42,
p=0.000) fueron predictores significativos, mientras que la inversién educativa mostro
una relacion inversa (p<0.05), con provincias de mayor inversion educativa teniendo
tasas de violencia mas bajas. El narcotrafico no present6 asociacion clara (p>0.05).
Conclusiones: La violencia en Ecuador es multifactorial, vinculada a pobreza,
desempleo, desigualdad y armas ilicitas. La educacién emerge como factor protector,
mientras que el narcotrafico podria influir indirectamente. Se recomiendan politicas
integrales que mejoren condiciones socioecondmicas, controlen armas y promuevan

educacién para reducir la violencia.

Palabras claves: Homicidios, narcotrafico, armas ilicitas, empleo, pobreza.

Abstract:

Background: In 2023, Ecuador registered a homicide rate of 47.25 per 100,000
inhabitants, making it the most violent country in Latin America. This increase is
associated with organized crime, drug trafficking and adverse socioeconomic

conditions, with greater impact in the coastal region, especially in Los Rios, Guayas



and Esmeraldas. Previous studies link violence to poverty, unemployment, inequality
(Gini coefficient) and illicit weapons, while educational investment could reduce it.
Objectives: Analyze the relationship between intentional homicides in Ecuador (2023)
and socioeconomic factors (poverty, employment, education, drug trafficking and illicit
weapons) to identify key determinants and guide public policies.

Methods: Cross-sectional ecological study with data from INEC and OECO. Provincial
homicide rates and variables such as poverty, unemployment, underemployment, Gini,
educational investment, drug trafficking and events involving illicit weapons were
examined. Descriptive, bivariate and multiple regression analyses were applied (B,
p<0.05).

Results: The analyses revealed significant associations: income poverty (3=1.45,
p=0.000), underemployment (p=0.010), events with illicit weapons (=0.01, p=0.001),
unemployment (B=4.51, p=0.004) and Gini coefficient (3=-460. 42, p=0.000) were
significant predictors, while educational investment showed an inverse relationship
(p<0.05), with provinces with higher educational investment having lower rates of
violence. Drug trafficking showed no clear association (p>0.05).

Conclusions: Violence in Ecuador is multifactorial, linked to poverty, unemployment,
inequality and illicit weapons. Education emerges as a protective factor, while drug
trafficking could have an indirect influence. Comprehensive policies that improve
socioeconomic conditions, control weapons, and promote education are

recommended to reduce violence.
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